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MECCALE ERNAM

Dear Members

Welcome to our latest newsletter.

2024 was another outstanding year for the RAEME
Association of South Australia (RAEME-SA). We held
numerous well supported activities and shared some
great moments with RAEME and REME brethren.

| was happy to step up as President of our fine
association and discuss our positive growth with senior
representatives of many veteran support groups.
Thank you for your vote of confidence and support
throughout the past 12 months. | hope that my actions
have met with your satisfaction. It has been a very
busy start to the new year and details of the new
calendar will follow.

The full list of newly and re-elected committee
members is on page 1 of this newsletter. Thank you to
all committee members and support staff both past
and present. Thanks still go to MAJ Richard Moyses,
watching over us from afar and his lovely wife Judy for
her continuing local support as assistant secretary.

| have been happy to represent our association during
numerous recent events and | was very happy to
present the RAEME-SA ARes Soldier of the Year award,
last year, during Corps celebrations at the 107
Workshop gathering at Warradale. The RAEME Head of
Corps and RSL-SA CEO presented the ARA award at
RAAF Edinburgh. We were happy to share photos of
the presentations with the RAEME senior leadership
group and other state associations.

Many proud RAEME members participated in the end
of year Corps celebrations across SA before many
moved on to more northern postings following the
Defence Strategic Review. We look forward to building
strong new relationships with the next batch of skilled
tradies as they form the new maintenance teams in the
Adelaide region.

Come On! Get Involved!! Contributions from members
are always valued and given unbiased consideration. If
you have suggestions that you feel will benefit and
enhance the role and impact of the RAEME Association
of SA and the greater RAEME National Network, please
submit your ideas through any of the committee
members and rest assured they will be heard. Please
encourage your RAEME mates to join RAEME-SA and
support the continuation of Esprit de Corps in the SA
region. Any members, who would like to join us in
implementing change to make the association more
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relevant for the new and emerging RAEME soldiers
and build on a contemporary focus, are welcome to
make suggestions for us all to act on. Be prepared to
actively be part of those changes. Remember to invite
and bring along your families and workmates to all our
gatherings. Afterall we are a stronger family when we
all stand together to reflect on our great achievements
each year. Keep us informed of the milestones that you
celebrate so that we can congratulate you along the
way. Birthdays, weddings, anniversaries and
promotions all need to be acknowledged as they occur,
as families often do.

| hope you are all in good health and well prepared for
the year ahead. Take pride in everything you do along
your journey. Keep your eyes on the upcoming RAEME
activities planned for this year and we hope to observe
maximum participation at every level. Again, we hope
to involve representatives from the REME Association
and the numerous veteran support groups, clubs and
affiliated families around SA. | have had recent phone
conversations and contributed to email
correspondence to discuss the National Corps growth
and ways for the state-based Associations to embrace
the enhancement of the Brotherhood and sustainment
of our Specialised Technical Prowess. We have a proud
heritage and a strong future.

Arte et Marte
John Prince
President

R-A-E-ME 9

HAPPY NEW YEAR BLUEBELLS




CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRESIDENT
ON HIS PROMOTION TO WO1

On Saturday 30" November 2024 our President, WO2 John
Prince attended the Army Compliance and Assurance (ACAU)
dinner held at the Naval and Military Club of SA in Adelaide.
During the evening his CO, LTCOL Jane Evans and BRIG C. P.
Moore conducted the formalities and announced his promotion
to Warrant Officer Class One.

John’s wife Ellen assisted with his wardrobe change during the
promotion ceremony.

The now WO1 John Prince has served for over 40 years in
various workshops, trade and supervisory roles. This includes
involvement in operations in East Timor (2001) and Iraq and
Afghanistan (MAS Teams 2006 and 2007).

Because of the exceptionally long time he has spentin the
military he has received the Defence Long Service Medal with 4
Clasps and numerous other medals. He is soon to be presented
with the Federation Star.

His postings have been varied and numerous and include

Bandiana, Brisbane, Townsville, Darwin, Sydney and finally
Adelaide as the TRGWO at 9CSSB Workshops where he : —
transferred to SERCAT5 and has held a variety of postings in South Australia since that time.

John has a multitude of other specialist skill including Professional Photographer and supporting
Cadets for their team selection and development towards Chief of Army Cadet Team Challenge and
Adventurous Training Awards.

WO1 John Prince has been happily married to Ellen for over 30 years and their 3 children all have an
involvement with the services.

CONGRATULATIONS WO1 JOHN PRINCE, WELL DONE
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RAEME Association of SA

DIARY DATES 2025

Activity/Function

- RAEME “Harry the Horse” Luncheon (West Adelaide FC)

- Committee of Management Meeting

- 2025 RAEME ANZAC Reunion (Coopers Ale House, Gepps Cross)
- 2025 ANZAC Day March

- Committee of Management Meeting

- RAEME “Harry the Horse” Luncheon (West Adelaide FC)

- Committee of Management Meeting

- RAEME and other Log Association's Combined Function

- Annual General Meeting (West Adelaide FC)

- RAEME Birthday Family Function (West Adelaide FC)

Allied Military Association Functions
- REME Functions
- Keswick Museum History Week Lunch (See Museum Website)

Date

Tuesday 4™ March

Wednesday 5" March

Saturday 12" April

Friday 25" April

Wednesday 4" June

Tuesday 2" September
Wednesday 3" September

Friday 315 October

Saturday 29" November (10.30am)
Saturday 29" November (Lunch)

To be notified when advised
Wednesday 14" May

To view all functions happening around Australia by
the various RAEME Associations
Hold down the Control button and Click on this link

OUR PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE

Last year John walked 163 km and raised $885 for the Breast Cancer Appeal. This year he is taking
part in the March-On Challenge and he has set himself a goal to conquer 96km this March to support

our veterans and their families. John says:

Right now, veterans aged between 25 - 44 are 2.7 times more at risk of suicide than other members of our

community.

This statistic is devastating, so I'm taking on this challenge to
fund Soldier On's mental health services and programs to help
prevent veteran suicide and save lives.

It's a cause that means a lot to me, and I'd be grateful for your
support.

Please sponsor my 96km challenge now and together, we will
help our heroes march on.

Click below to view my fundraising page and make a donation:

https://www.marchonchallenge.org.au/fundraisers/johnprince

Thank you for your support, John
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RAEME - SA “SOLDIER OF THE YEAR” AWARDS

2024 celebrates the 20" Anniversary of the first RAEME - SA “Soldier of the Year” award presentation. The
“Soldier of the Year” awards were never intended to compete with the RAEME “Craftsman of the Year”
awards, but were intended to cover both Craftsmen and Corporals who were later achievers in their trade
and acknowledge the great service they provide to the Corps. Since 2004 RAEME - SA has continued to
provide two annual awards to recognise the performance of the best SERCAT 7 and SERCAT 5 Soldier
(CFN or CPL) serving within South Australia.

All RAEME Craftsmen/Corporals posted to units located in South Australia are eligible for the award. The
purpose of the Awards is to identify and recognise annually the most outstanding SERCAT 7 and SERCAT 5
RAEME soldier within South Australia. The award is judged for the period 1 January to 30 October each
year.

Each year Unit OCs and/or ASMs are requested to forward nominations to the President of RAEME - SA.
Nominations requested include details of:

e trade and regimental abilities

e involvement in extra activities including community activities, sporting bodies, hobbies, civilian
studies, etc.

e any other outstanding attributes.

The President and Vice President, after consultation with the Senior RAEME Representative SA and relevant
OCs, ASMs, select the winners for each category.

The winners of the awards are presented with an appropriately engraved trophy as well as a framed
certificate signed by the President and Colonel Commandant / Senior RAEME Representative (SA).
Presentation of both the SERCAT 7 and SERCAT 5 “Soldier of the Year” Awards are normally made at the
Corps Birthday activity or at an appropriate parade or ceremony.

RAEME — SA also present a “Best Overall Cadet at 43 ACU” award every year.
THIS YEAR’S WINNERS WERE

Left iy P Ee

8645725 CFN Ewan ARTE Sepd

and Fighting' |

Gorman being
presented with the
SERCAT7 RAEME-
SA SOTY Award by
## HOC BRIG Slaughter
¥/ and RSL-SA CEO
Tara Belton at the
Corps Birthday
celebrations at
Edinburgh

29 Nov 2024

Above

8302284 CFN Darren Beck (Centre) being
presented with the SERCAT5 RAEME-SA SOTY
Award by WO1 John Prince, President RAEME
Association of South Australia (Left) at the Corps
Birthday celebrations at Warradale on 1 Dec 2024.
LT Moses Kosgei (Right) is CFN Beck’s Platoon
Commander.
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7>  Coming Events

’The ANZAC Commemorative March
Friday 25 April 2025

We understand the Order of March and FUPs are going to be the same as last

year. Vietnam Workshops veterans are Group 5 and FUP is in North Terrace.

The RAEME-SA group are Group 12 and the FUP is adjacent to the RAA. Full
details in the March/April edition of the Newsletter

RAEME LUNCHEON

The RAEME Luncheon get-togethers are held twice a year on the first Tuesday in
March and September. They are open to all serving and ex-serving RAEME personnel
and are held at the West Adelaide Football Club, 57 Milner Road, Richmond, at
12:00pm. This Luncheon is organised by Bob Killoran.

Next Luncheon is on Tuesday 4" March

If anyone would like to attend, please contact Bob by phone on 0412 060 315 by the Friday before
the luncheon so they can let the West Adelaide FC know how many to cater for. If you know of others
who spent time with RAEME, please let them know or bring them along.

2025 RAEME ANZAC FUNCTION

The committee has decided this year's RAEME Mixed ANZAC Reunion will be held on Saturday 12™ April
commencing at 12:00pm. The new venue this year will be the Coopers Ale House, Gepps Cross, 560 Main
North Rd, Blair Athol. There is plenty of parking at the rear of the hotel.

This function is for all serving and ex-serving members and their partners and friends. It will be an
opportunity to renew old acquaintance”. A great event was enjoyed by all last year and the committee is
working very hard to make sure the new venue makes it an even better function.

Mark the 12™ April in your calendar now and plan to be therelll

An Invitation with general details and RSVP information is being circulated with this Newsletter. Food can be
ordered directly from the hotel's standard menu and drinks are at bar prices.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT MEETING

Meetings are now held approximately Quarterly at the Plympton-Glenelg RSL, nominally on the 1%
Wednesday of the month commencing at 5.00pm. Meetings are held in March, June and September with the
AGM in November/December. See the Diary dates on Page 4

All members are welcome to attend.

Please confirm location and timings if you are planning to attend as it sometimes changes.
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2024 AGM - RAEME Association of SA

VENUE; West Adelaide Football Club, 57 Milner Road, Richmond. S.A. 5013.

The following are details of the highlights and outcomes of the AGM held on 30 Nov. 2024. The meeting was
conducted by our President WO2 (now WO1) John Prince with 28 members present and 11 visitors.

Minutes for 2023 AGM were accepted. Short reports were presented by President, Vice President and Secretary and
Correspondence details were advised. All other items were covered in General Business.
Treasurer’s Report (Audited Report)

2024 Operating Costs ($1,605.55) Deficit
Bank Balance as at 31 Oct 2024 $7,382.76
Term Deposit $5,000.00
Merchandise (Stock and Cash) $2,720.70

TOTAL Net Position $15,053.46 (2023 - $15,211.49)

Election of Office Bearers
The only changes were Mike Culley resigned from the
Committee and was replaced by Paul Teague. All current iI! B *h Gl i L

Committee members and positions are as shown on the
front page of this Newsletter.
New Association Banner.

The new banner has been purchased locally and is of
excellent quality and the existing poles and accessories
have been modified by our secretary and the banner was
on display at the AGM.

Support to 43 Army Cadet Unit

Nothing received this year. The Secretary had spoken with
the OC 43 ACU, but no further response was received.
Artillery CES Fort Largs Guns

RAEME-SA is currently the custodians /owners of the artillery CES for the guns at Fort Largs. The Fort Largs precinct
was previously owned by SAPOL. It was agreed that Association member Graham Tweeddale would store the CES and
it would be displayed in the future at the Barossa Military Museum.

Presentation of Honorary Life Membership to Doug Pammenter.

The President called upon Grant Kuchel to address the meeting.
Grant gave an overview of Doug Pammenter’s outstanding
contribution to the Corps of RAEME and the Association over a
period of fifty years. The President Presented Doug with a
Certificate.

Doug retired from military service as a Sercat 5 member after well
over 50 years’ service. Doug served in the CMF as a Recovery
Mechanic and then volunteered for National Service where he was
posted to RAE and had postings in Vung Tau, Nui Dat and Saigon.

After his NS commitment he returned to his beloved RAEME serving
initially as Recovery Mechanic and later as a Recovery Instructor.
Doug has been a long time committee member of RAEME-SA
serving in various roles and now in his spare time is a volunteer with
“Operation Flinders” (a program providing young men and women
who have been identified as being at risk, with demanding outdoor
challenges and support to help them develop their personal
attitudes and values of self-esteem, motivation, team work and
responsibility).
Our President, WO1 John
Prince presenting Doug with

his Life Membership
Certificate
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Doug’s wife Pauline was also part of the presentation
receiving a gift from the Association as a thank you for
all her support for Doug throughout his military career.

WO1 John Prince, ex-WO2 Grant Kuchel,
Pauline, Doug and ex-WO2 Don Harvy

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation for Service to the Association

We also presented two Certificates of Appreciation to two of our long serving committee members. The first was to
Mike Culley a previous President and long-time committee member who is standing down from the committee and
the second was to Bob (Klackers) Killoran for his outstanding efforts in managing the Association Merchandise
purchases and sales. Due to health issues Bob is having to relinquish this role.

. Electrical And Mech,
4 0l €,
R » o

Mike Culley receiving his certificate Bob Killoran receiving his certificate
from our President WO1 John Prince from our President WO1 John Prince

Membership Renewal
Is your Membership up for Renewal????7??

Subs are due on 1% July in the year your membership expires. Reminders have been sent out so if you have
forgotten to pay NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT.
Subs are $10 per year with a maximum forward payment of 5 years eg $50 for five years.
If in doubt, please contact our Treasurer/Membership Member
CPL Bob Matthew (mobile) 0409 962 208
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) facilities are available.
BSB 065-127 Account No. 00900324 Account Name RAEME ASSOCIATION of SAINC
Please send an email to our Membership Member advising him of the payment. robert.m1@bigpond.com

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED JOINING OUR ASSOCIATION? Contact Bob
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2024 RAEME-SA CORPS BIRTHDAY

The 2024 RAEME Corps Birthday function was held after the
RAEME — SA AGM at the West Adelaide Football Club
on Saturday 30™ November 2024

This was a popular venue for our 2023 AGM and Corps Birthday
activities, so we decided to hold it there again this year. Itis a
good venue as we have our own separate room but can still order
food from the club’s standard menu (including their senior’s
menu) and order our drinks at the bar. Thanks to the West
Adelaide Football Club for their support. The onsite parking was

a bonus.

As usual we were joined by a team from the REME Association
who again took a heap of prizes home with them.

A GREAT activity again this year.

Members L-R

John and Lissete Mclnnes,
unknown, Brenda and Brian
Touhy

General view of members enjoying their meals with President WO1 John Prince
facing the camera

RAEME and REME Presidents
cutting the cake

REME Table with REME President Alan
Weeks in the REME Hawaiian Shirt

Table of raffle prizes ready for the draw
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VALE - Lest We Forget

MAJ Ray Norman

Ex Corps RSM
Instigator of Spanner Packs
Passed away 29 Oct 2024 aged 80
See page 11

MAJ David Moon

Ex Appy 10" Intake (F&T)
Born in Adelaide
Passed away 12 Sep 2024 aged 85
See page 11

SGT Graham Sharley

SGT in 107 Fd Wksp
Passed away 11" Oct 2024 aged 82

CFN Paddy Wright

CFN Recovery Mech in 107 Fd Wksp

He was one of “Shippy’s Boys”
(Advised by John Howard)

Lest We Forget

Online lists of recent RAEME members Deaths and llinesses are always
available at:

e http://www.raeme.org.au/index.php/notices/vale-alt
e http://www.sa.raeme.org.au/index.php/notices/vale-report
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VALE MAJ Ray Norman (Retd)

Raymond Norman passed away on
Tuesday 29 October 2024, at 80 years of age

Born on 3 May 1944 in Oakleigh, Victoria, Ray
attended Swinburn Technical College and studied as a
vehicle mechanic, before enlisting in the Australian

Ji | Army. His dedication and leadership saw him serve on
operations in South Vietnam from February 1970 to
February 1971, attached to the 4th Field Regiment
Light Aid Detachment, holding the rank of Sergeant.
Ray’s military journey was marked by distinction,
including as the Corps Regimental Sergeant Major
(RSM) in 1982.

For his exemplary service as RSM - Logistic Command,
Ray was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia
(OAM) in the Military Division in 1987. Later, Ray
received his commission and ultimately retired as a
Major, having dedicated over 30 years to the Army.

Ray’s commitment to the Corps extended well beyond
his military career. He served as Chair of both the
RAEME Association Queensland and the RAEME National Association. As the driving force behind Operation
Spanner Pack over the last decade, Ray oversaw the distribution of care packs to RAEME soldiers deployed
globally. His contributions earned him Honorary Life Membership of the RAQ in 2015, followed by the
prestigious Chairman’s Award in 2018. Ray held RAQ Honorary Life Member No. 2, a testament to his early
and enduring dedication to the Association.

Raymond is survived by his wife Karen and family. Article courtesy of RAEME-QLD, thanks Ed.

Ray was a regular visitor to South Australia, and we worked with him on developing the
National RAEME Association. We were also strong supporters of his RAEME Spanner Pack
program providing both financial and sponsorship assistance.

VALE MAJ David Moon (Retd)

It is with deep sadness that we inform the RAEME community of the passing of
Major David Edward Moon (Retd), on 12 September 2024 aged 85.

Born on 25th May 1939 in Adelaide, he enlisted in the Army in 1955 as a
10th Intake Army Apprentice (Fitter and Turner). He served over 27 years,
with many postings in Australia, including service overseas in the UK and
PNG.

After retiring in 1982, he remained active in the 4WD community as
President of the Queensland and National Associations, and as a 4x4
trainer. He was also a passionate shooter, involved with gun clubs in
Toowoomba, Bundaberg, and Fraser Coasts, holding various positions
including Club Captain.
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1 ARMOURED REGIMENT

82" CORPS BIRTHDAY ACTIVITY

EDINBURGH DEFENCE PRESINCT

On Friday 29t November 2024 most RAEME personnel in South Australia attended the 82" Corps Birthday
celebrations at Edinburgh. Additionally, soldiers from other Corps, JLU’s and contractors who are associated
with RAEME workshops were invited to attend.

A number of concurrent activities were conducted throughout the day including:

Spanner Toss
M1A1 Road Wheel Roll
Volleyball
Tug of War
Go-kart racing Happy 82nd
M88 Car Crush Birthday RAEME
e Medieval Display
e Paintball activity
e Raffle and final presentations
Perpetual trophies were awarded to the winners of each event with an additional trophy presented to the
overall champion Unit. We were fortunate that the outgoing Head of Corps, Brigadier Slaughter, was able to
join us for the activities and present several trophies and other awards.

o 4 SN

—_—

BRIG Slaughter’s prese BRIG Slaughter’s presentation
to WO1 Burgess to WO2 Dawes
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Go-kart racing in action Sallyman in action

The SA National Military Vehicle Museum provided several displays on the day including some “hands on”
interaction with their vehicles and equipment.

The Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers have a long and proud history
and the 82" RAEME Birthday Celebrations was a great opportunity for all South Australian
past and present RAEME members to recognise this great achievement. It provided an
excellent opportunity to maintain our strong esprit-de-corps and foster inter-unit
relationships
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RAEME in COMMAND

The new Commanding Officer for Joint Logistics Unit (South) at RAAF Edinburgh
is a RAEME LTCOL. - LTCOL Gareth Pihl

Lieutenant Colonel Gareth Pihl enlisted into the Australian Army
Reserve as a rifleman in 2002. Upon completion of his tertiary
studies, he attended the Royal Military College — Duntroon,
graduating into the Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers in 2006.

Lieutenant Colonel Pihl gained junior regimental experience at
the 2nd Cavalry Regiment and 5th Aviation Regiment before
serving at the Army Aviation Systems Program Office, where he
was the Lead Avionics Design Engineer for the Army’s fleet of
Black Hawk helicopters. He then posted to Aviation Branch,
Headquarters Forces Command, as a capability manager. It was
during this posting that Lieutenant Colonel Pihl deployed on
Operation SLIPPER as the S4 of Rotary Wing Group — 8.

Lieutenant Colonel Pihl has fulfilled postings and appointments
in training and recruitment. In 2014, he was the Senior
Instructor — Multi-Role Helicopter at the Rotary Wing Aircraft
Maintenance School. In 2015, he was posted to Defence Force
Recruiting, where his primary role was to recruit the future
generation of tri-Service engineers. In 2016-2017, Lieutenant
Colonel Pihl was posted to the 7th Signal Regiment as the
Officer Commanding, Operational Support Squadron.

LTCOL Gareth Pihl

After graduating from Australian Command and Staff College (Joint) in 2018, Lieutenant Colonel Pihl had the
unique privilege of serving the 7th Combat Brigade as the Deputy Assistant Adjutant and Quartermaster
General (DQ). Whilst Lieutenant Colonel Pihl has been fortunate to enjoy several career highlights, this
posting marked a distinct high point, and saw him coordinate logistic effects in a dynamic, proactive and
adaptive formation. In 2021, he was employed in the roles of Staff Officer Grade One Regional Plans and
Staff Officer Grade One Southwest Pacific at Headquarters 1st Division. In these challenging roles, he led the
planning of the ADF’s regional security cooperation and the coordination of Five-Eyes + 2 activities. He then
posted to Headquarters Forces Command as the G43, where he led logistics planning and materiel mounting
in support of force generation and contingency responses, as well as logistics policy development. He was
then the Forces Command G45, where he oversaw the sustainment of Forces Command’s materiel and led
its contribution to the Defence Strategic Review rebalance.

Lieutenant Colonel Pihl holds a Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical and Computer Engineering) from the
Queensland University of Technology, a Master of Engineering Science (C4ISREW) from the University of
New South Wales, and a Master of Military and Defence Studies from the Australian National University.

Lieutenant Colonel Pihl is married to Emily, an orthodontist, and together they have three children — Rory
(8), lona (6) and Freja (4). His hobbies and interests are varied, and include many outdoor activities such as
surfing, fishing, mountain biking and running; however, he often finds himself absorbed with house
renovations and maintenance when he is back at home in Queensland.

Welcome to South Australia and JLU-S Ed.
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107 Wksp Coy, 9 CSSB
Corps Birthday Activity

On Sunday 1°t December 2024 the ARes members at 107 Workshop Company, 9 Combat Service Support
Battalion invited several ex-serving members to join unit members in celebrating the Corps Birthday.
It was an excellent time to meet old friends or make new ones and enhance the Esprit-de-corps amongst the

RAEME members.
A number of awards were presented including the RAEME-SA Soldier of the Year (SofY) Award.

£ e WY et
LT Moses Kosgei preparing for
the presentation to CFN Beck

CFN O’Grady cutting the cake

1 e,
LARTE et M 3
» "With Skill and Fy <

.

CFN Beck with his SofY Award

L-R WO1 Prince, Lou Leeuwrik, Grant Kuchel, Bob Matthew, lan Starick, Helmut Bohn, Don Harvy
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SPANNER CLUB ACTIVITY
Gathering of RAEME Down South

The first Gathering was held last year at the same location and over 30 ex-serving RAEME members
attended. We are looking to make it bigger and better this time around. If you are planning on attending,
please let lan Starick know - SMS to his mobile 0419 035 457 with your name and number attending.

Gathering of past and present RAEME
brethren. Spread the word thanks.

Time: Saturday 8th. March 2025
Place: Club Marion, 262 Sturt Rd. Marion

Please ack if attending ¢4

Cheers,
Stazz 0419 035 457 T o=

EST. 1942

ARTE et MARTE

Some of last year’s
attendees
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